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February 24 


Marquand, John Little, Brown 
SINCERELY WILLIS WAYDE $3 75 FS 


\~ Here is today's version of Dodsworth, with a bit less compassion and a bit 
more acidity. The result is a recognizable portrait of many a top executive in 
American industry, the modern robber barons who justify their successive advances by 
rationalization and insistence on the major virtues. Willis Wayde was a more or less 
ordinary little boy when his rolling stone of a father moved to the one job that held 
him, as inventor and engineer in a New England family-owned industry. Willis quite 
naturally slipped into place as a somewhat patronized friend of the family, whose ad- 
vance was sponsored by the head of the firm, but who was always a trifle insecure in 
his relations with them. Once he had taken those steps forward that seemed possible, 
he moved on to something else, knowing he must break the bonds. But always there was 
a good reason for successive moves - and always that nagging unsureness that needed | 
outward approval. His marriage was perhaps the most unAmerican thing about him. | 
Would Sylvia, who had her own reservations, have been quite so acceptant? The first 
half of his story has its own compulsion of interest and challenge. I found the last 
half lacking any element of surprise, while Willis Wayde, as his power increased, grew 
less convincing, less likable, and wholly predictable. But of course it will be read. 
Serialized in L.H.JU. (IC: 55-5534) News just received- Literary Guild for March. 


CSS | RRNA 









Two Above Par 


There’s an Alan Moorehead novel, A SUMMER NIGHT (Harter) that - in a plethora of med- | 
tocrity stands out. And Geoffrey Household'’s FELLOW PASSENGER (A.M.P.) while not top 
draw, is good entertainment. In the main, a disappointing lot. 
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January 10 





Snow, C. P. Scribner 
THE NEW MEN $3.50 


This sequel to Time of Hope and The Light and the Dark (Macmillan) is again 
a quiet drama of intellectual inquiry and the "new men" are those engaged in the 
development of the fission bomb, some following the persistence of the scientific | 
drive- others searching for personal power and susceptible to political influence. 
Lewis Eliot, of the earlier books, now holding an important Ministry post, records 
the project known as Mr. Toad, on which his younger brother Martin- a physicist- is ) 
working- with an eye on his own future ‘rather than that of mankind. Luke, another- ) 
and a superior scientist- is the victim of the dangerous experimentation which follows, 
and Sawbridge, a gentle liberal, is sacrificed to expediency. The morality of the 
bomb itself is finally an issue between the two brothers, and Martin's retreat to 
pure science- untouched by a power equilibrium- forces Lewis to recognize his own 
identification with his brother..... For the thoughtful reader, the complex here of 
ideas and ideals, the duality of progress- towards destruction, forms an abstraction 
which is handled with intelligence. (LC: 54-12906) 
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January 14 


Avalon 
DOCTOR JANE $2.50 * 


Dr. Jane is Janie Langford, unwilling to give up a hard-earned career for mar- 
riage, particularly to Lance who likes the soft life. To get away from him, she goes home 
to Halesville and real country doctoring. She learns that there's more than medicine to 
her practice when she opposes the town's first family-- and she falls in love with Bill 
but wrongly thinks his heart is elsewhere. A polio epidemic gives her the assurance that 
she's really needed-- and by Bill too... For the lovelorn, a good old fashioned physic. 


Drake, Margaret Parsons 


McElfresh, Adeline Avalon 
THE TERRIFIC TIMOTHYS $2.50 


Shy, plain Emmy Lewis surprises herself when she wins Eric Timothy, attractive 
and charming, as her husband and finds his equally attractive and charming family, with 
whom they live, an unhoped-for background. That is, at first- she soon comes to know 
that their cheerful disregard for her attempts to keep house and cook, to take on some res- 
ponsibility for less well-off relatives, is harmful to her happiness with Eric and she is 
almost ready to give up when misfortune brings them all together - with promises for a 
better future. Light touch for a feathery moral. 


January 20 


Linklater, Eric Harcourt, Brace 
THE SULTAN AND THE LADI $3.50 


A bright spark of impudent philosophy polishes this tale of the East and a 
Sultan, who, in spite of British emasculation of his hereditary power, saves the day by 
the use of old precepts. The lady in the case is Mrs. Nottingham, about to be pounced 
upon for Communistic leanings; the Sultan exercises royal prerogatives and carries her 
off; his Adviser, Morland, threatens; an outing in a primitive gutpost divides the Sultan 
from Morland's policies of appeasement. Using force and dealing death to the rebel 
religious leader, the Sultan quells the insurrection and with a firm use of blackmail, 
saves the lady and sardonically watches Morland gather kudos. The Sultan's romantic and 
immoral aspects are amusingly loaded against the humorless Morland - but there's an 
affinity for the Aubrey type of commentary that makes its point - with an itch rather 
than a nasty sting. Prepare your palate. (LC: 55-5317) 


January ?? 


Crown 


Bazin, Herve 
CONSTANCE $3.00 
More of the relentless detailing of disintegration, this time progressively 
physical, which marked Head Against The Wall (1952) and Viper In The Fist (1951)- both 
published then by( Prentice-Hall)-follows the death-in-life of Constance Orglaise, partial- 
ly paralyzed by medullary shock. Her disdainful contempt of her crippled state drives 
her to actions not permissible to her condition and barricades her with pride. She insists 
on the day care of five years old boy with Little's disease; she gets in touch with class- 
mates of her dead brother, and, using them to disperse her boredom, criticizes, suggests 
and directs them according to her whim. But inactivity is forced on her with the develop- 
ment of syringomyelia and her diminishing life is spent in refusing to betray her mordant 
affection for any of the group in spite of her helplessness. A minute dissection of 
disease, this, in its first person narration, mirrors a young girl who tries - and finds - 
excuses to live. Clinical. (LC: 54-11174) 
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January ?? 


Ka.tznetnik 135633 Simon & Schuster 
HOUSE OF DOLLS $4.00 


Though this is definitely presented as a novel, it is obvious that the author 
experienced many of the incidents here himself, or through others whom he knew. This 
fact gives this story of what happened to Daniella Proleshnik and her older brother, 
Harry, Polish Jews, an even stronger sense of horror than it otherwise would have. 
Briefly, Daniella is on a school trip in Cracow, away from her family, when the 
Germans arrive- and Harry has been living in that city. She spends three years (from 
14 to 17) in one ghetto there and Harry visits her, against the rules, from another 
nearby. He is rounded up in an Akrion and sent to a Labor Camp and shortly she too 
is sent off to Camp Labor Via Joy, in which the girls either do Labor work, or are 
assigned to the House of Dolls where they "service" German soldiers on their way to 
the front. The book is written in part realistically- in part impressionistically. 
The two styles do not combine well to give the characters dimension- but serve to 
project the horror involved- which is the primary purpose here. A timely reminder as 
the U.S. re-arms the Germans, but one which is unlikely to reach many people. For 
where it may succeed as propaganda, it fails as a novel. (IC: 54-12363) 


February 3 


Simenon, Georges Doubleday 
THE MAGICIAN and THE WIDOW $3.95 


Two short novels of fated, fateful lives, observed with Simenon's cool 
scientific detachment, make up this his latest book. The Mag:cian tells of Antoine's 
own probe into his marriage with Julie, the background of his drinking, the effects 
of his performances and the crisis of Julie's sickness. The Widow follows the course 
of Tati Couderc when she picks up Jean, who has finished a five year prison term for 
murder, as she befriends him and reveals her relationship with her dead husband's 
family. For Jean falls in love with her niece, is overwhelmed by Tati's suspicion 
and when she is taken sick he is never without her jealous policing which eventually 
drives him to kill her. The precise dissection here has its own effect. (IC: 55-5573) 


February 5 


Lauritzen, Jonreed Hanover House 
SUZANNE $3.75 


Well, now we got - Superwoman: Practically singlehanded, except to spur 
the males in the picture to bigger and better deeds, it is Suzanne who is instru- 
mental in luring the hard-bitten trappers (whose business is ruined) to protect the 
"pine ears" from Brown's Hole through Shoshone territory to Oregon. She tricks 
Indians and whites alike; she joins in the fights; she outrides the outriders and 
rides herd on the guides - and sees the decimated group from the East headed into 
their - and her - promised land. Among her strapping trappers are: Alan Craig - 
resenting the pioneers and their love of land which will result in his loss of freedom; 
Garde Vidot, & quick man with courage - or an excuse; Loretto, who is brave but humble 
as occasion demands; and the powerful Helig. In the cast of characters are the demon- 
iac Shoshone, Conmarrowap; Bridger - and horses. A western-hysterical-historical - 
with a vengeance. (LC: 55-559h) 


February 10 


Hardwick, Elizabeth Harcourt, Brace 
THE SIMPLE TRUTH $3.50 


/ An ironic, and unobtrusively invidious commentary on commonplace people. 
and meagre lives,which have their own private presumptions of a special superiority, 
is occasioned by a murder trial in a rather featureless state university town in Iowa- 
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where not the young man, who may face the ultimate penalty, but two spectators experience 

the resolution of his fate. They are Joseph Parks, a fellow student there whose own 

future is undetermined, and Anita Mitchell, a professor's wife who leads a quiet, child- i 
less life which enables her to indulge her "fine intelligence and small ambition". Theirs 

is a proprietary, partisan interest in the case which they attend from day to day- an 

interest quickened by their indignation at the possible injustice which may be dealt to 

Rudy Peck, the defendant, whom they (alone) know to be innocent. The trial concluded- 

and the verdict reached- Peck is freed. Theirs again is the anticlimactic disappointment 

that others (the jury) have been able to obtain this judgment without their special 

powers of divination and discernment... An odd, original talent (The Ghostly Lover- 1945) 
Elizabeth Hardwick writes with a tremendous subtlety and a fine drawn sensibility of 

common frailties. A special market here. (LC: 54-9718) 


February 14 
Millar, George Knopf 

y A CROSSBOWMAN'S STORY $3.95 

( This is the story of the first voyage taken down the Amazon by white men, a 
story based on contemporary sources viewed anew by a modern researcher. And the result- 
a sense of this is how it must have been.... Orellana was to have started with his 
followers from Quito in Peru on the expedition destined to widen the New World holdings 
of his majesty of Spain, and headed by the conquistador, Gonzalo Pizarro. But Pizarro 
started without him, and Orellana and his band, shortly to be deserted by his Indian 
porters in the high Andes, made the crossing, joined Pizarro - and then were sent on from 
the junction of the Napo and the Amazon, to secure food for the stranded Pizarro party. 
That they did not return resulted in Pizarro branding Orellana as a traitor, a cad. 
Millar, whose personal records of small boat performance appeared in [sabel and the Sea 
and A White Boat from England has taken up the cudgels, studied the conflicting records, 
and told a story that purports to be the first hand account written by a crossbowman, 
acting as scrivener for Orellana. It gives one an extraordinary sense of participation in 
the jungle hazards, the distortions of nature, the violent reprisals of the Indian tribes, 
the incredible hardihood and sheer guts of the sixty men who explored the Amazon to its 
mouth, and then set off across the seas to the nearest Spanish port in Cuba, there to 
tell their story. For anyone to whom this type of period recapturing is fascinating, 
here is a unique segment of the conquistadores' record. Alas, the average reader will 


find it pretty laborious armchair exploration. 





Moinot, Pierre Knopf 
THE ROYAL HUNT $3.50 


High in the French Alps Henri Guifred and his friend Philippe come seasonally 
to hunt- and their friendship, while unequal in years, is based on the solidarity of this 
exclusive passion which for Henri has outstripped all others. But Philippe, also sensi- 
tive to the beauty and immobility of the forest, the vigilant hope of the hunter and 
the elation of the kill, still follows the phantom image of the love he hopes to find but 
has never possessed. It now appears once again in Helene Servance, who lives there alone 
in a baronial house with her mother, dedicated to the death of her father, and an aunt. 
To the excitement of wild boar- and deer- there is added a new fever as poachers violate 
their forests, and a stag, a royal beast; for Philippe, this does not override his desire 
for Helene- from which he is ready to turn away until her aunt intercedes and reconciles 
the lovers..... An idyll, shadowed by the lonely grandeur of the mountain world and shaded 
by a symbolism which is not hard to reduce to common experience. The publishers suggest 
Hemingway- but M. Moinot's talent is far more lyrical and less physical. (1c: 55-5605) 
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February 14 


Wechsberg, Joseph Knopf 
THE SELF-BETRAYED $3.95 


The dossier on "Stern, Bruno” is kept by his classmate, "Willert, Jacques”, 
from his arrival in the class of 1924 to his preposterous confession at his trial in 
the 1950's. Willert traces Stern's conscious deviation from comfortable middle-class 
life, his belief in social justice and Marx, and his talent for convincing by confus- 
ion. He returns after World War II to his country, now a police state, to learn that 
Stern has become a monster, feared by all. He finds his few old friends stripped by 
the terror that permeates their lives and, in trying to see Stern to find out what 
happened to his sister, Lola, comes upon greater evidence of Stern's rise through the 
Party and adds to the dangers surrounding the classmates that are left. His interview 
with Stern confirms his fears - that Stern had let his own sister die - and he is 
permitted to leave, under threats. Stern's power is toppled and his confession, before 
death, is a masterpiece of perversion. The people that history has happened to, the 
feel of a nationwide anxiety neurosis, the small, personal concerns against the power- 
ful pall of constant surveillance - this is the setting for a tortuous brilliance that 
brings its own ruin. No fireworks here but a convincing story of modern Europe. 

(LC: 54-1201) 


February 1s 3} 


Thompson, Kate Houghton, Mifflin 
GREAT HOUSE $3 .00— 


Out of South Africa, not the sultry intensity of Daphne Rooke, but still 
the flush and flux of expectant emotion which prevails over the Derains who live in 
Groot Huis, one of the show places of the Western Cape. Nicolas Derain, at 49, is a 
judge, and perhaps too settled for his younger wife, Reniera, still haunted by the 
accident which had taken the lives of three of her children, while she here witnesses 
the choices the three which are left to her will make. And she also, after a gentle 
love affair with the young doctor Pieter Christian, has a last baby. Of the others, 
Beau, prodigal and restless, runs away to South America; Susan, who is the image of 
her mother, wins the love of the doctor who had once loved her; and Reinet, a nurse, 
finds a too brief life of dedication ahead when she marries the frail and failing 
Royale.... A sometimes scattered narrative (other members of this large, old family 
pass in and out of the story here), this commtes its vibrations of romance with an 
air of almost breathless suspension-- but gains much of its attraction from its 
setting which is gracious and traditional. (IC: 55-5300) 


Kruger, Rayne Macmillan 
MY NAME IS CELIA a $3.50 


eee» Celia Dewberry, and-as such-she enjoys a well-ordered life of a young 
matron, the wife of Philip- a doctor, a mother to Graham, a certain talent as an 
incidental artist, and a gracious home in London. But the news that a favorite uncle- 
Waltere- had died during or after the war in Berlin and left her heir to a fortune, 
converted in gold coins, takes her to Berlin in search of his buried crock of gold- 
and brings her the knowledge of what she really is. For there, in the bombed out ruins 
of her uncle's house, she comes in contact with Gerd, a degenerate, who peddles drugs 
and women and criminals. The unhealthy attraction he exerts for her is- while sullying- 
also exciting. The realization that he has killed a man, and next attempts to kill 
her friend- a liberal newspaperman- does not put an end to her lust, or her greed for 
the gold which takes her from one contact to another- into the Eastern sector- and 
finally back to the mindless, sightless Baroness whom Gerd attempts to kill- but who 
dies with her secret.... Out of the rubble of a gutted city- the depravity which feeds 
on broken lives and which is an unsuspected part of others- is formed a fable with 
troubling implications. If you remember The Spectacle, the handling is again precise 
and composed. 
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February 16 


Banning, Margaret Culkin Harper 
THE DOWRY $3 -50 oy 


The problem of the working wife whose income surpasses that of her husband pro- 
vides the conflict between Kay Ryland, decorator, and her husband, Steve, who is being 
mentioned as a gubernatorial possibility. Her income needed when Steve was studying law, 
starting practice and while he served in World War II, Kay's business has become a full 
time proposition. But there is always time for Steve and her two boys. So when Steve 
begins to handle widowed Lisa Bowes' estate Kay is unaware of her adversary's contrasting 
appeal. Steve, however succumbs, asks for a divorce and Kay stands pat that she will not 
be the one to get it. This impasse hurts Steve as a choice for governor and is solved when 
Lisa reveals her not quite so commendable tactics so that Steve wakes to Kay's integrity, 


importance and desirability. The woman's touch in present day arguments. Serialized 
under the title of The Heart of a Husband. (LC: 54-11999) 
Moorehead, Alan Harper 
A SUMMER NIGHT $3.00 


Yd 

* A love affair does not confine its powers of seduction to those engaged in it, 
While the small, seaside village of San Lorenzo- above the Italian Riviera - transmits 
an additional allure. The Curtises and the Sinclairs have spent several summers there- 
with their children- Howard Curtis, a San Francisco publisher; Celine who has a "cinqui- 
o face"; Philip Sinclair, a painter of perhaps more temperament than talent; and 
Prudence- wao stabilizes him. But this summer there is a political restlessness in the 
air as well as the sirocco; talk of communist agitation becomes an unsettling reality, 
and Howard is a minor casualty of a street fight in Turin. At home, differences of opinion 
between Howard and Celine are sharper- particularly over the dismissal of a governess. PT 
Celine, already aware of the attraction she holds for Philip, goes to join him in Venice- 
and in a seedy albergo they experience the exclusive pleasure of each other while Howard, 
at home, has a shamefaced affair with the Belgian successor to the governess he fired. 
A general strike puts a stop to all of this; Celine, worried about her children, is anxious 
to return- her love for Philip faltering in the knowledge that she can never be more than 
a part of his life- and his for her fading a little as he goes back to the settled 
assurance of his life with Prudence... A diversion which is amusing, inviting and discreet, 
this combines many pleasant amenities of style with its improprieties of conduct. 


4 
( ? 71 


February 17 





Little, Brown 


Broughton, J.D. 
FIND A NEW HEAVEN $3.75 


The riches to rags drama of the gentle Olivia, Lady Beauregard, takes her from 
the devoted side of the Earl with the return of Denzil Allary- "from the dead"- her first 
lover who had abandoned her and whose son she had borne. The knowledge that her lover 
has not changed except for the worse, does not deter her, and she goes with him but insists 
on reclaiming their son, also Denzil. Denzil, pere, buys a livery stable; he drinks, 
gambles and beats them both; Denzil, fils, is like his mother and a sensitive and brilliant 
student. It is not until he comes down with scarlet fever that his father is for the 
first time fatherly- he nurses him back to health, establishes a certain contact. The 
Earl dies- and leaves her a small estate- which she must accept- if with sorrow and guilt- 
but there is now a better chance for their future all together..... All for love. and 


love conquering all, except perhaps the reader. (LC: 54-8302) & 
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February 21 





Cunningham, V. Michael Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE BISHOP FINDS A WAY $3.00 


The Bishop is the new Catholic prelate of the Seattle. diocese, and replaces 
a beloved, human and lenient Bishop. He comes fired with determination to reform the 
easy going priests of his charge - and gets more and more involved in discipline, regu- 
lations, and restrictions on the give-and-take with their people to which the parish 
priests are accustomed. Fear and dislike and antagonism are the result, and this 
story is made up of the rebellions, large and small, in which the priests indulge. 
One priest, shifted from a prosperous comfortable city parish to a debt-ridden, slip- 
shod one in Bellingham, has taken with good grace his punishment for standing up to 
the Bishop. The hardest thing he has to bear is the ornate and hideously garish altar 
in his new church. And then he finds an answer in the eagerness of an itinerant artist 
in religious design who shares his enthusiasm for liturgical altars. The old altar is 
ripped out, the new one built- and most of the people of the parish won over, before 
the Bishop, alerted by an irate woman parishioner, comes to see for himself- and re- 
mains to accept and praise - and to acknowledge his own failures. It is an unusual 
concept, and a daring one. The story- the characters- hold the interest throughout. 
One could wish the Bishop had more of humor and the milk of human kindness. And the 
author (himself a designer of altars) had more skill in writing. For the book is 
amateurish and only the originality of the conception,the zeal of the author carries 
it over. (LC: 55-6682) 


de Tourville, Anne Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE INNOCENT SAILOR $3.50 


Akin to the Prix Femina winner, Wedding Dance,last year in the quiet spirit 
of the telling, this is again a story of Brittany, specifically the story of a sailor, 
Yves Gael, who was himself only when battling the elements at sea. His widowed mother 
sought to make a landsman out of him, but in vain. The call of his father's trade was 
in the blood - and he was pledged to the sea, though it almost lost him the girl-with- 
the-lamp to his. older brother. But once he had manipulated her in to marrying him in- 
stead, he gave her seven days and nights, and returned to the sea. And so it went. 
She bore his son and lost him, another son and a daughter- and then she left him. So 
when the North Sea almost claimed his life- and retirement time caught up with him- 
he returned to neither wife nor home. At long last, the wife Fate had in store for 
him, the-girl-who-was-born-a-day-too-soon, waif of his boyhood, was his- and they 
lived happily ever after. A gently persuasive pastoral. Not for many palates. 


Sykes, Gerald Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT $3.50 


Much whipping up of the whirlwind which settles down to a spin of dust- and 
leaves the reader with a bad taste in the mouth and a sense of anti-climax. For here 
is the making of a contemporary novel using current issues:- a returned diplomat seek- 
ing quiet in a professorship in his old home; conflict in the political aspirations of 
his son; a wave of red-baiting hysteria - and those who don't hesitate to name names. 
And then a smear campaign, plotted by the son against the father (to get him out of 
town?) and thinly patterned on the chance visit of a playwright with a reputation for 
perversion, and linked only by a courtesy invitation to the house of the ex-diplomat. 

A big government job fades out of the picture; a professorship is withdrawn; the son 
wins his political campaign by a piece of chicanery; and the town settles down to 
forgetfulness. In the process, a tremendous cast struts across a rickety stage, 
mouthing empty sentiments. A good many people with shadowy personalities act important 
and matter not a whit. And a great deal of loose talk and unnecessary dirt finds 
listening ears. I found it abysmally dull. Whence his reputation? (IC: 55-6681) 





















-820- Fiction December 15, 1954 


Februery’21 3) 


Campbell, Patricia Macmillan 
BY SUN AND CANDLELIGHT $3.50 


Miss Campbell's first two novels (published by Superior) gave promise of a re- 
gional writer of considerable power and imagination. This new novel, after a gap of seven 
years, is again set in the state of Washington, the time, 1882 and a decade thereafter. 
The pace at the start gives promise of a moving emotional story along the lines of Look 
to the Mountain (by LeGrand Canon), as a young wife, with her cousin, arrive at a frontier 
lumber settlement on Puget Sound, to join the husband, whose vision of a future has out- 
run the facts of the presemt. But the threads of the story come together in a different 
pattern - in the conflict of passions, the breakdown of character and personality, the 
storm around the figure of Asa, the younger and weaker of the Cummings brothers, whose 
love for a girl, half-Indian, wrecks several lives. There's good story telling here and 
good background of place and time, but the emotional levels are only superficially plumbed 
and the end feeling is one of disappointment in unresolved issues. 


Newman, Daisy Macmillan 
AUTUMN'S BRIGHTNESS $3.50 


Romance enters in - to a widowed Quaker's life- when 52 year old Diligence Ful- 
ler comes to New York City to visit her worldly cousin, Elmira. She discovers the city 
through Durand Smith, who makes up for his lack of money by friendliness, enthusiasm and 
understanding and gives meaning to Elmira's shallow world, and when Diligence returns to 
Kendal, Rhode Island, she doesn't stay long but the next trip to the City sends her scurry- 
ing home for fear of Durand's serious intent. Her qualms and her Quaker honesty send her 
flying to look for Durand when he fails to make a promised visit and he is assured of a 
rapid recovery from an accident with Diligence's admission she will spend the rest of her 
life with him. A young in heart heroine for an unpresuming, nice story makes pleasant 
fare for the most conservative. 


J 


February 23 


Hastings, Phyllis Dutton 
DUST IS MY PILLOW $3.00 


A rustic, gothic tale takes much of its character from the isolated, ingrown 
Cotswold farm which is its scene, and it is here that Isaac Shipton exercises his furious 
tyranny and lust over his wives- and the sons which are the issue of a patriarchal grati- 
fication. The five sons of his second wife (his first marriage had been childless) are 
reared in ignorance of the world beyond and in complete submission, save for the eldest- 
Benjy- who questions but does not defy him. At 67, Isaac brings home a new wife- a girl 
their age, who had married him in the fear of a young man's love but soon found that an 
old man's passion was even more distasteful. The household widens to include Mary, a 
stray, and with it disharmony- as Benjy falls in love with his stepmother, and two brothers 
are tempted by Mary. Isaac, his powers weakening along with his authority, prays for and 
predicts the end of the world- and it is for him- as he drops dead. But for the ones who 
are left- there is the first promise of peace ahead..... A bleak but not austere, cheerless 
but compassionate view of the backward reaches, where, for one man's power and pride and 
primitive appetite, a living sacrifice is entailed. (LC: 55-5639) 


Mayer, Martin . Harper 
THE EXPERTS $3.50 


Another political candid camera, this snapshots one William Cleveland while 
feelers indicate that he is a possibility for presidential candidacy. From a professor- 
ship to Governor of a Midwestern State, he has established a polished reputation in spite 
of a divorce. And as the portents get warmer he is enmeshed in the scandal of a laundry 
combine, two gambling incidents, one of which results in the chance for him to pardon a 
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man condemned to death, and the hamstringing campaign from a rival newspaper. When 

the paper's tycoon hires the brother of Cleveland's mistress (whom he still loves) ) 

‘& to work on the smear and when the situations close in, Cleveland is brought to his . 
senses in a double play which regains him a victory on either pitch. A pow wow of 

strong medicine whose sincerity exceeds its dexterity. (IC: 54-12192) 


February 2h rf 2/3 


Hardy, Ronald Doubleday 
THE PLACE OF JACKALS $3.50 - 




































The hopeless war in Indo-China and the fetid luxuriance of the jungle provides 
a deliberately appalling background for the spiritual conflict in which Roget, an Army 
Chaplain, is engaged. A mild young man, Roget is sent to the headquarters of the 
sector commanded by Colonel Lejeune, and after the horror and discomfort of his jour» 
ney, he is met by the intellectual contempt of Lejeune and the mockery of his officer, 
Marignan, who find that "God and war are incompatible". His own personal fear, under 
fire, when he leaves a man to die alone, only increase Lejeune's derision- and his 
own sense of shame. The almost successful attempt by Rose, a missionary's sluttish 
wife, to seduce him, confirms again his own uselessness and unworthiness. But finally, 
in the long jungle retreat, during which Marignan is wounded and Roget is forced out 
of his fear and futility to go to him, Roget achieves his hardwon moment of grace.... 
For the reader too it may be hardwon- since the nightmare atmosphere of a savage war ‘ 
and loathsome circumstances is exaggerated and perhaps exploited to provide a contrast 
for the final hour of salvation. Limited. (IC: 55-5593) 


Household, Geoffrey Little, Brown (A.M.P.) . 
@ FELLOW PASSENGER $3.50 iy 


wy A blithe pursuit begins in Ecuador when, at the death of his father and 
the promise of an inheritance cached in the chimney of an English manor, Claudio 
Howard-Wolferstan goes to Moreton Intrinseca and finds that it is now a top security 
hostel for some British scientists, among them the delectable Dr. Cornelia. Caught 
there without his clothes, Howard-Wolferstan is jailed and sentenced for an irrespon- 
sible youthful record as a commnist (at Oxford), and believed to be a spy. Escaping 
from the magistrate's court, a cathedral offers more than one kind of sanctuary and 
subsistence on port and wafers. Off and away, as the alert becomes widespread, he 
is picked up by some “comrades” and smuggled aboard ship to Riga. Escaping back to 
England as a Spanish seaman, he doffs many disguises- that of a chimney sweep, a Sikh, 
a minstrel- until a return to the Manor brings him the jewels, and Cornelia, and. 
exposure.... One of the lighter hotfoots, this proceeds with enterprise as well as 
effrontery, clowns and charms its way through some moments of disbelief. (10 :55-5537) 





Stone, William S. | Morrow _ 
CASTLES IN THE SAND $3.00 


A wisp of whimsy takes young Jeremy from his New England home with two 
maiden aunts, to California, and his younger cousin, Martha. This small shaver's 
head and heart is full of Melville- and Tyfee-and the south seas siren- Fayaway. 

And once in California, the magic of his dream world becomes the reality of Pablo's 
Folly, the house next door, leased to a picture director and his protegee- the 
Polynesian Mirita who is even more beautiful than Fayaway and simple(minded) enough 
to respond to his vagaries of make-believe. They sail away, on the Lotus Ann- which 
® had once been Pablo's boat- but away from shore’ pretense thins into reality- Mirita's 
love for him too- and Jeremy, a little wiser in che ways of the world as it is, returns 
home.... A diversion of modest proportions- but there are blithe and beguiling moments 
too. Rentals. (IC: 55-6373) 
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February 25 


Sagan, Francoise Dutton ri 
$2.50 


BONJOUR TRISTESSE 


; What have we here? Another Young Visiter? The publishers say no- that Mlle. 
Sagan is young- very young- but very gifted. Possibly in a Latin the completely ammoral 
tone of her summer idyll would be accepted with tongue in cheek. But to an American audi- 
ence, it is incredible that a jeune fille, freshly out of convent, could naively cherish 
the life of a boulevardier, such as her father represented, while plotting so heartlessly 
to upset any plans for regularizing his relationship with Anne the woman who loved him 
enough to accept his past and marry him. To this purpose young Cecile dedicated her wits; 
she used Cyril, a clean-living youth who worshipped her enough to do her bidding, she used 
Elsa, her father's discarded mistress, to act as Cyril's mistress as spur to the father's 
jealousy, and she suffered only occasional qualms when her plot succeeded beyond expecta- 
tions. That it led to Anne's death - and put her own feet in the paths of her father's 
light-hearted waywardness- seems to write the pattern of a future she relishes. Written 
with a naive assumption that such is the way of the world as she sees it, this will give 
pause even to those who fancy themselves sophisticates. (LC: 55-5341) 


February ?? 


Norton 


Perret, Jacques 
THE HONOR OF GASTON LE TORCH $3.50 

The translation of a whimsical novel first published in France under the title = 
of Le Vent Dans Les Voiles, chronicles some madcap adventures that mix past and present 
with wine and sword, as well as the circumstances that send a Frenchman off to inspect a 
blot on his family history. A retired footsoldier, Gaston Le Torch has settled himself 
peacefully in Paris, when he starts to dig up his family tree with a fervor that became 
first a passion- and then a problem. For to his dismay he discovered that one Eugene 
Le Torch, captain of a frigate la Douce, had turned tail before the English at Carthagena 
on October 18, 1697, Distressed and in need of more than his usual quota of wine, Gaston 
goes to his bartender friend Grandmedard. And together they go- wafted by the heroic 
desires of their subconscious minds (activated by mscatel), back to the 17th century 
where they run into Eugene, his ship, his crew and the proof- afforded by extenuating 
circumstances- that Eugene was not a coward but rather evaded British capture under dire 
circumstances. For addicts of the inconsequential, a tasty quaff but the spray is 
patterned and the matter as transient as sparkling burgundy. 


February + 43 19 


Breckling, Grace Jamison Scribner , 
WALK IN BEAUTY $723 7 


The demise of Denise, who "walked in beauty" and charmed everyone with her you- 
all Memphis drawl, is recorded many years later by Marcia Kane, an assistant instructor, 
who never fully understood the unknown in her life- and death:- the mystery of her 
heredity; the vicious implications of a stepsister- Courtney; and finally, as Denise is 
to get the man she (and Courtney) wants, the allegation of her Negro blood which is to ee 
drive her to her death.... The scene is a New England college campus- but it seems and 
sounds more like a boarding school. (IC: 54-13160) 
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January 17 


Pohl, Frederik- Fd. Ballantine 
STAR SCIENCE FICTION NO. 3 $.35 
« 


Ten new SF tales ranged from Asimov to Williamson, with Bradbury, Clarke, 
Del Ray, Oliver and Vance among the repeaters. There's a smooth tale of immortality . 
by Gerald Kersh; Clarke's yarn of herding whales with submarines packs an adventurous 
quality; tables are turned when a spaceman turns out to be a language student; new 
worlds prove to have drawbacks but aliens sometimes turn out to be friendly. As 
expected. 


January 18 


Bell, Josephine Macmillan 
BONES IN THE BARROW $2.75 


A gap in the fog reveals a brutal murder to 17 year old Terry Byrnes and 
Scotland Yard in following his story find no trace of the killing. Human bones are 
found on a roof, a seller of cat's meat vanishes as does Alistair Hilton's wife and 
Dr. Wintringham adds his sleuthing to the Yard's to find the shadowy killer. A 
serious teaser. 


nate le mnt ti 


February 17 PP 


Allingham, Margery Doubleday ~ «i 
THE ESTATE OF THE BECKONING LADY $3.50 ~~ 


A 

“That Mr. Campion has concentrated on the cryptic is recognized by his follow- 
ers; that he is cryptic to the point of incomprehensibility may be deplored, in this 
his latest pursuit of suave, subterranean crime. A proper funeral, a dead body long 
needing such ceremonies, a fete champetre Organized by a clutch of rare lunatics 
(opposed to taxation) - and your Mr. C.'s nose quivers while his mouthings are petu- 
lant. His wife Amanda is even more arcane in her knowledge of local tribal customs; 
his son Rupert, at a tender age wears his parents' mantle - all help to make a muckle 
out of a mickle. Just a hobbery for the snobbery. (IC: 55-5587) 


Coles, Manning _ / 7 Doubleday 
THE MAN IN THE GREEN HAT $2.75 


The disappearance of a British diplomat, Adair, on the trail of the, Dongo 
Treasure which had been hidden after the death of Mussolini, brings Tommy Hambledon 
to Italy. The missing man's suit and hat are found- but their wearer is silenced be- 
fore he can talk- and the search leads him on to Lake Como where the Grisoni brothers, 
unscrupulous characters, have their hideaway.... Still sprints. (LC: 55-5588) 


February 23 


Heuman, William Morrow 
GIRL FROM FRISCO $3.00 


Owen Gilroy, drifter, and Mercedes McCall, a percentage girl on her way to 
work in Kincaid, a silver town, get a chance at a new life when they inherit a stage 
line from a stranger- but also buy a lot of trouble. Murder, a chain of "accidents" 
on the line, and finally arson will not force Mercedes to give up her share which 
proves to be much more than it would seem.... A new set-up for the same old dusty 


answer. (LC: 55-6374) 
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February 77? /6 


Viking , 


Smith, Lillian 
A NOW IS THE TIME $2.00 
i ff 
* This is a book that had to be written - and who could have been found better pre- 
pared than Lillian Smith to write it. The Supreme Court decision abolishing segregation in 
our schools rocked the country - and the world. What is its significance? What is happen- 
ing? What is going to happen? This is not an answer in specific terms, but a charting 

of the problem, the challenge, the psychology, the thinking- all integral to the decision 
today and tomorrow. It is “not the ordeal that determines our future but what we do about 
it". And our success in dealing with it will place us in the current of history flowing 
toward wholeness; failure would throw us into the power of demagogues become dictators. 

The first half of the book explores the underlying factors that have conditioned men's 
thinking and the dire results today when democracy in the eyes of more than half the world 
is “white democracy" which has ignored the needs of the colored people. Democracy demands 
quality and goodness but cannot impose them on the people; it can only safeguard the right 
through a Constitution with potentials for growth. Steps- great steps - have been taken, 
not only in relation to this problem, but to all forms of segregation (spastics, deaf and 
dumb, mentally ill, epileptics- all of whom are being freed by scientific knowledge). 
Anxiety over inner conflicts is responsible for exploitation on the one hand, sustained 
fears, acceptance of laws. And on the other, slow evidence of protest. The vital need 

is the need to change the state of mind. We, the people, imposed segregation. The emo- 
tional deadlock mst be broken. Part II charts the course, the things to do and say, the 
things not to do nor say. Mob hysteria broke out and seemed to win on a few fronts; but 
leadership proved more powerful than expected. There are little things that together bulk 
large that each of us can do, and these are practical suggestions for north and south alike. 
And in closing, Lillian Smith lists the 25 questions most often posed- and the answers. 
Questions every thinking citizen has heard; answers we might all well study and apply. The 
reading list at the end might well be posted in every public library. A short book, but 
one that is Must reading for all who believe that democracy can work. (IC: 55-6717) 


A DARK HORSE We 
February 2 yb 7X 2] 2.2 


Viking 


Hoare, Geoffrey 
THE MISSING MACLEANS $3.75 

* The disappearance of the British Foreign Service officer, Donald MacLean (along 
with Guy Burgess), and some 27 months later that of his wife Melinda along with her three 
children, while not the cause celebre that the Hiss case became- still stands as one of 
the more puzzling political defections of our time. And in this documentation of the 
knowns- and speculation over the unknowns- by the Paris correspondent for the London Wews 
Chronicle (who was also a friend of the MacLeans, especially Melinda for whom he shows a 
protective, partisan concern)- there are the many personal particulars which heighten the 
human interest here. From the time when MacLean went out for the walk from which he never 
returned- with Burgess whom he'd brought home for the first time and introduced as Roger 
Styles, there are the many incalculables in this case which includes the very doubtful 
elements in this marriage; Melinda's charm- and intellectual indolence; Donald's tradi- 
tional background and promising career, his marital irresponsibility, his drinking, his 
desire to "cut adrift", his latent homosexuality. For Donald, who perhaps saw Communism = 
as a way of life better than any other, there is perhaps a motive for his disappearance 
behind the Iron Curtain; for Melinda, who recognized the unsteady character of her 
marriage and was ready to leave him, there is certainly less- and the casual departures- 
hers as well as his- suggest that neither realized the finality of the decision they had 
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reached... The first full length account of this story, which created such a brouhaha 
in Britain at the time and still excites a considerable interest, this should find an 
audience here, quixotic, perplexing and unaccountable as much of it is. (10:55-5872) 






And a Few Sound Bets 






There's chance for a wide popular reception of GERTRUDE LAWRENCE AS MRS. A. by her hus- 
band, Richard Stoddard Aldrich (Greystone). Van Wyck Brooks’ JOHN SLOAN (Dutton) has 
behind it the popularity of his studies in American literature. The new Lippmann will 
need all the power of his name to carry it- THE PUBLIC PHILOSOPHY (Little, Brown). And 
intellectual snob appeal - carriage trade - may make the T. E. Lawrence discovery, THE 
MINT (Doubleday) a succes d’estime. One good journalist record, AMERICAN IN RUSSIA by 
Harrison Salisbury (Harper) may surmount the resistance of readers to material on 
Russia, and closer to home, Jean Ritchie, of the Cumberland Mountains, has "treasured 

it up" in SINGING FAMILY (Oxford University Press). (See reports in pages following). 

















PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


January 7 


Aldrich, Richard Stoddard Greystone 
GERTRUDE LAWRENCE AS MRS. A $4.95 


* The magnitude of a star - and a marriage - achieves a warmth and humanity 
with Mr. Aldrich's account of his life with Gertrude Lawrence and is a fitting sequel 
to her autobiography 4A Star Danced. Their meeting, their friendship and the obstacles 
to their marriage didn't get a chance to settle down with only a two weeks’ honeymoon 
and then months of separation; their first summer together had tempestuous moments and 
Gertrude won her battles with Aldrich's mother; touring and the war kept them con- 
stantly apart; her extravagances and activities tried his New England soul; his stead- 
iness meant security; her notes and letters followed him - and reconciliations follow- 
ed their blow-ups. Her fame haunted him, at home and overseas; her inexhaustible 
energy scared him; her professional perfection delighted him; her unexpected and 
chameleon qualities were a joy and a surprise. And he recognizes that a proper Cock- 
ney had a very definite effect (for the better) on a very proper (near) Bostonian - 
to the delight of the reader. Sure-fire popularity here. (Portions serialized in 
The Ladies Home Journal) Many photographs. (LC: 54-11970) 


















January 20 











Thompson, Inspector Walter Henry Farrar, Straus & Young 
ASSIGNMENT: CHURCHILL $3.75 





When word came to Inspector Thompson that his next assignment would be as 
bodyguard to Churchill, he had just come off duty lurking in the shrubbery outside 
Chequers, the prime minister's country estate, established when Lloyd George was in 

office. Thompson knew of Churchill as a young, ambitious and taxing cabinet minister 

and states firmly that the next 19 years of tagging Churchill changed his whole life 

and personality. We can see how it easily would. From the beginning pages, Thompson's 
hectic duties as protector, as a warder-off of danger, as a man whose presence was 

always required but never quite welcome, as teacher with a stick to an often errant 

pupil- had their problems. A unique picture of Churchill emerges from the guards- 

man's autobiography. He is impressed by the great and enduring qualities that made 
Churchill the man he was but through daily contact he became aware of the human 

Churchill- playing jokes, wandering off when he shouldn't, painting, making the oc- 
casional excessive personal demands that irritated his entourage, chatting amicably 

with T.E. Lawrence, or Roosevelt, or Thompson himself- when he was not shaping the 
course of international events. Mr. Thompson's memoirs are amusing and fascinating 
and by no means devoid of the larger questions to which his watchings were a periphery. 
Good reading. (IC: 54-11972) 
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February 3 | 30 
ae 
Harper 


Mahoney, Tom 
THE GREAT MERCHANTS $3.95 

A fascinating foray into twenty great retail enterprises chosen as important in 
themselves and as representative of the wide range of modern retailing, this recounts the 
history and workings of the businesses and the personalities of the men and women who made 
them. The variety includes Hudson's Bay Company, still thriving; Brooks Brothers, America's 
oldest clothing store; Tiffany for jewels; Singer Sewing Machine Company, pioneer of in- 
stallment selling; Brentano's for books; the A&P as world's largest food retailer; Sears 
Roebuck; L. L. Bean for mail order sporting goods; Ohrbachs; Webb's City-drugstore; Neiman- 
Marcus; Lazarus, etc.... There is interest in forward steps in business, as in employee 
relations, the triumph of Filene's basement, Macy's cash policy. There are romantic 
beginnings, the most delightful perhaps that of Lane Bryant, which was the outgrowth of 
a young immigrant widow's attempt to support her son. The book will be appreciated most 
by people in the field for its generous range and attention to business procedures, but 
it is by no means limited to them. The institutions emerge with a wide range of personal- 
ities - a definite addition to writing on the American business scene. (LC: 54-12187) 


February 5 


Wellman, Manly Wade Univ. of North Carolina Press 
DEAD AND GONE $3.00 


Annals of crime from the Tarheel state cover ten murder cases, mostly from the 
19th century and underline not only the drama of the killings but also the courtroom ‘ 


histrionics of the region and period. The shooting of General Grimes, the poisoning of 
Simpson, the disappearance of school teacher Clements, the unidentifiable body that 
fishermen found, the kidnaping of 8 year old Kenneth Beasley, the slaying of pregnant 
Naomi Wise, the death of Col. Nimrod Jarrett, the well-kept secret of the assassination 
of State Senator "Chicken" Stephens, the ballads that grew out of the killings of Charles 
Silver and Laura Foster - this is the roster of North Carolinian murders and it makes 
colorful - and sometimes challenging - reading. For the true-crime fanciers. 


I / 
February 7 alle V 


Morris, Newbold Appleton-Century-Crofts 
LET THE CHIPS FALL $4.00 


And fall they do in Newbold Morris' personal record as lawyer, as Alderman, as 
co-worker of Fiorello LaGuardia and as the ousted investigator whose tenure lasted but 
two months after he was hired to investigate corruption in the national civil service. 
It was in 1952 that a hesitant Morris went to Washington to organize a department to do 
the job. He was sure he would upset many carts and evidently he started to, for his dis- 
missal came shortly and oddly enough simultaneously with the resignation of his chief, 
McGrath himself. It is then, after the "last fling" of his career that Mr. Morris re- 
capitulates a life of hunting corruption and investigations of the kind that should be 
aimed at remedial legislation rather than personal gain. As far back as the days of 
Dutch Schultz, when Morris was fresh out of Yale law school, he was shocked that such a 
gangster could bribe a tax man by promising to "win" an election the right way. This 
realization was closely followed by Morris' long and fruitful acquaintance with LaGuardia. 
It was a rich association that drove many a bad man from town, saw the development of many 
projects. Through Morris we get a rather vivid picture of LaGuardia as the opinionated 
and unsparing political genius he was. A political portrait of New York as well, these’ 
memoirs show Morris as a man of humor and a refreshing naivete that kept his outlook 


unjaded. (IC: 55-6071) 















December 15, 1954 Non-fiction -827- 





Early February 



































~¢@ Murray, Robert K. Univ. of Minnesota 
RED SCARE $4.75 


Subtitled A Study in National Hysteria.-1919-1920, this might, with substi- 
tution of some names, be placed in the contemporary scene. The underlying hysteria 
lives on. The terror of domestic bolshevism is with us. Labor is continually charged 
with radicalism. Schools and government departments are under fire. Congressional 
investigations hold the limelight. Spy hunts make news. Loyalty oaths are demanded. 
McCarthyism is a new word- as Palmerism is forgotten. Yet many remember the tragic 
futility of our post-war "red scare" in 1919, when sedition and espionage legislation 
was prevalent, state and nationwide. It was the IWW and the Socialist bugbear then, 
and the beginnings of the Communist movement here. There were strikes like the 
Seattle General Strike, there were riots and dynamiting. There was a drive for pa- 
triotism, spelled with capital letters, and the American Legion came into being, and 
the KKK was revived. Employer organizations fattened. And Attn. Genl. Palmer in- 
stituted raiding devices and deportations. Liberal civic organizations came under 
suspicion (the Civil Liberty Union and the League of Women Voters!). Then- with 
returning prosperity, in January 1920, there began a return to sanity. But the 
aftermath we have with us, laying groundwork for Red Scare 1952-54 variety. Do we 
ever learn from history? Important documentary evidence here. (LC: 55-7034) 





February 15 
Berton, Laura B. & Pierre Little, Brown 
I MARRIED THE KLONDIKE $4.50 
A lively and colorful account of twenty-five years spent in Dawson gives 


a picture of the typical aspects of the life of a town. The author came to Dawson 
as a young teacher fourteen years after the Gold Rush. The city was already dwind- 
ling, but she stayed to marry and bring up her children and enjoy the life of the 
town, until the Depression demanded exodus. The drama of the formal social affairs 
simultaneously with desperate struggles out-of-doors, among them man vs grizzly; 
the color of Lousetown and local characters; the tragedy of the sinking of the Sophia; 
the pleasures of outdoor living all are here. Most of all, there is a wonderful 
sense of the town as "the Inside", with "the Outside" the outer world into which 
people disappear forever - the feeling of the isolated town of the North and its 
abundant life. Style, humor, romance, history blend in an absorbing book about 
yesteryear. Foreword by Robert Service. (IC: 54-11128) 


Chapin, Victor } Rinehart 


The tragedy of "life which survives in empty minds" is documented here in 
unsparing detail and based on the case notes of a period spent in a state mental in- 
stitution by a conscientious objector who served there as an attendant during the 
war. In his rounds of the wards, you will again find all the variations of mental 
disorder and delusion; the outbursts of obscenity and savage violence; the inadequate 
conditions in the hospital which is understaffed and unable to give much therapy to 
its patients. There is also the bad feeling which exists between the attendants; 
between the attendants and the doctors; and finally as directed against the colored 
: girls sent up to work there. For Chapin himself, the loneliness of this life without 
@ real friendship, the futility, and finally the fear that he too might go insane 
aati ended in his own breakdown which forced him reluctantly to leave the Hill and face 

the reality he had been evading.... As personal experience, and to a large extent 
self-expression, this has validity; but certainly beyond that- it lacks the elements 
of revelation- and revulsion- which gave power to other accounts of life within the 
walls of an asylum. (LC: 55-5082) 
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February 16 


Lowman, Josephine Barrows 2 
| FOUR WEEKS TO BEAUTY $2.50 


Primarily for the middle-aged woman who is sagging, bulging, or just dulling, 
this is a full program of push-ups and pointers on beauty care, along with a day by day 
regimen of what you will eat (and should not eat) during this period. A professional 
counsellor and columnist, Mrs. Lowman covers most of your territory- skin care, hair and 
its styling, make-up, along with posture and exercises to be synchronized with the four 
week diet which is based on nutritional values and the caloric count.....Cherchez la 


femme- who would be couth and kempt. 


Dutton 


Lucas-Dubreton, J. 
THE BORGIAS $4.50 

The year of the Borgias- with two biographies (Bellonci and Haslip) on the fas- 
cinating Lucretia Borgia, and now this on the whole tapestry of the family. This work, 
originally published in France and translated by Philip John Stead, is a serious and un- 
fortunately somewhat pedestrian historical study, which lacks the psychological insight 
that might have given it stature. But anyone interested in the Borgias, from their Span- 
ish beginnings, through the vivid personalities that brought the family to a dominant 
position in Italy, will find the facts here. Illuminating chapters are devoted to the 
general background in Spain and Italy, with the period of the Pope, Alexander VI, and of 
Cesare, Machiavellian Prince, of Iucretia, and of their arch enemy, Savonarola, highlighted. 
It is extraordinary that so flamboyant and fascinating a span of history could become dull, 
confused and heavy going. There is little flair to the organization of the material, no 
illumination by even a gift for story telling. The one function achieved is the debunk- 
ing of the idea of the Borgias as monsters of cruelty and corruption. The author sees * 
them as reflecting their timese and conspicuous only in being more powerful than their 


contemporaries. Disappointing. 


Harper 


Hersey, Rexford 
ZEST FOR WORK $4.50 

A technical study, carried out in four plants and over a period of several years, 
to determine the psychological as well as physical causes of work curves. One hundred 
workers were analyzed, their homes and outside interests explored, their individual records 
studied (with their own close cooperation) in order to see what made varying patterns of 
"zest for work". This, the major part of the survey, will be an important contribution 
to industrial psychology, but the average reader will not be concerned. Plant managers, 
personnel directors, safety engineers- all the key people working with human industrial 
problems will find some phases of more interest than others. Almost anyone- in or out of 
the field- and still involved in human relations problems, will discover points of contact 
in the final sections which deal with the importance of the relations between foreman and 


men. 


Lippmann, Walter Little, Brown 
THE PUBLIC PHILOSOPHY $ .50 


Lippmann argues "hopefully and wistfully" for rational inquiry into those con- 
ditions by which a good society may be reconstituted in order to halt the descent into 
violence and tyranny. He thinks there are world citizens who believe in the tenets of 
"the public philosophy", once basic to our democracy, and now almost forgotten. For ac- & 
tion to this end there must be belief. And to recover this belief he explores the decline 
of the West- and the public philosophy. He has sensed the sickness of democracy, and the 
steps by which it was acquired, the extent to which it has threatened the public interest. 

In this process he studies the problem of the executive dominated by the legislative- con- 
cern of our founders, and of critics then and now. In the derangement of the primary func- 
tions of government he sees the democratic disaster of our century, an acceptance of the 
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Jacobin doctrine of enfranchisement by displacement of the governing class. He feels 
that the democracies are ceasing to receive the traditions of civility, and are there- 
by cut off from a public philosophy. But he feels it still survives as a positive 
doctrine, that there still are obligations binding on all men:- the theory of property, 
freedom of speech, etc. Such a restoration as he envisions aims to resist and regu- 
late desires and opinions - an unpopular program, but necessary to survival of democ- 
racy. He challenges our teachers to return to the great tradition. Not an easy book 
to read and digest. Perhaps Lippmann's name will spark the interest. (10:55-6533) 


February 16 


Terhune, William B. M.D. Morrow 
EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS and What You Can Do About Them $3.00 


Subtitled First Aid to Wiser Living this should be stressed as preventive 
medicine in the field of mental health, rather than a guide to cure emotional problems- 
and for that reason is to be sincerely recommended. Dr. Terhune, medical director of 
Silver Hill Foundation and a psychiatrist in the Yale School of Medicine, discusses 
in simple, diréct terms, designed for the layman, the fundamentals of mental health, 
and the techniques for meeting specific psychological emergencies. He approaches the 
subject on levels of adult life, older people, children; and while there is nothing 
startingly new in what he has to offer, there is a reasonable, matter-of-fact attitude 
that reenforces his contention that mental health is largely a matter of accepting 
as basic certain minimum psychological requirements for maturity. At times one feels 
that the viewpoint is more moralistic than psychiatric. For some this may be an asset. 
The section dealing with techniques may well help normal people to avoid mental ill- 
ness by preparedness in meeting emotional challenges. From imparting of bad news, 
to meeting the problems of accident, illness, alcoholism, death - or even such rela- 
tively minor issues as tendency to tantrums, fears, loss of confidence,- he offers 
suggestions of procedure that would help not only the person involved, but family and. 
friends. Emotional and psychological emergencies on when to consult a doctor - and 
how to determine what kind of doctor. This for anyone interested in the field, lay 
or professional. The kind of book professionals might well suggest at times of mari- 
tal crises, or when others are facing almost any normal type of emotional problem 
and needing help. (IC: 55-5311) 


remreany 2) S16 
Biddle, Cordelia Drexel Doubleday 
MY PHILADELPHIA FATHER $4.00 


| This is aimed at the market that adored Consuelo Vanderbilt Balsan's The 
Glitter and the Gold (1952) but my guess is it won't achieve it. There is an equal 
array of names, star-studded in society columns; there is a comparable picture of a 
way of life that is fast becoming a fairy tale. But somehow there isn't the same 
penetration of character, the same reality of conflict. Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, 
the "Philadelphia father", remains to the end a tempestuous, incredible figure, whose 
eccentricities outweigh the man behind them. Life with father, in this case, must 
have been an obstreperous, unpredictable sort of continuing nightmare. The power of 
a name- two names (Biddle and Drexel in this case)- made it possible for Tony Biddle 
to box his way up and down the social ladder, to fill his home with people of no 
pretentions and strange pretentions, to take a stateroom for his pet alligators, to 
sing a star part by dint of a threat to the opera company star, to yield to his 
daughter's determination to get out of finishing school, even if it involved a snap 
decision to take up Angier Duke on an offhand offer of marriage (a marriage that ~ 
seemed to work out well in spite of its start). He cut a swathe- an unenviable one- 
wherever he chose to go. This is a segment of Philadelphia Society- in a not too 
distant past, with a personality beloved despite his peculiarities, dominating the 
scene. Luxury trade item, primarily (plus those to whom the gossip and society 
column are favorite reading). (LC: 55-5584) 
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February 27 P { 3/19 


Lawrence, T. E. Doubleday > 
THE MINT Ltd. Ed. Boxed. $20.00 


The last work by the author of Seven Pillars of Wisdom has had a curious pub- 
lishing history. In 1936 it was put on sale (if it could be called that) at $500,000 per 
copy. Now- still in a limited edition, this time of 1000 copies- it is being reissued. 
The market is inevitably sharply limited by the price and the spur to intellectual snob 
appeal. Actually, it deserves a better fate, for it has unique fascination in its curious 
glimpses of a different Lawrence. Under the name of Ross, Lawrence joined the R.A.F. as 
a mechanic, in 1922; later he was sent to Cadet College, 1925. Ina series of sketches 
and personal impressions of the people he worked with and the aspects of barracks life 
one gets flashes of the sensitive quality of Lawrence's prose. Between the lines one 
sees the leader, whose understanding was his strength, and whose fear of breaking is in 
ironic contrast to the endurance he did not feel a virtue. The imaginative interpreta- 
tion, poignant, bitter, devastating, suggests a writer's notebook. And yet at times 
there's the linear, introspective aspect of a modern novel. Now monotonous, now holding, 


it is a unique reading experience. (IC: 55-6066) 


Mayne, Peter Doubleday 
JOURNEY TO THE PATHANS (7? 3 /3 $4.00 
The author of The Alleys of Marrakesh (see August 1, 1953 Bulletin, p. 516) who 
so enjoyed the company of the Moroccans, returns to another, more remote scene of his 
wanderings. The home of the Pakhtun tribes- since partition- is Pakistan bordering on 
Afghanistan, but the tribesmen are fierce individualists ruled only by their own laws. 
Visiting Peshawar, Karachi, traveling to Kabul, the author met old friends and heard how 
they had fared with the British withdrawn; he became embroiled in a blood feud and in- 
volved with a political fanatic who from Afghanistan advocated the existence of Pakhtunis- 
tan. The style is always personal and conversational, centered about personalities and 
incidents with a clever infusion of history and private knowledge of the people, the 
Mahsud, the Wazir, etc. While less shaped and finished than the earlier book, this too 


is unusual and often engaging. (IC: 55-5581) 


Dutton 


Vaculik, Serge 
AIR COMMANDO $4.00 
A custom-fit for Steig's snippets- and small fry dreaming away of glory, Serge 
Vaculik's story of his war experiences has all the necessary elements - patriotism, 
heroic courage in face of danger, cleverness in escape, romantic love. Though Moravian 
born, he was a French student when Paris was occupied. He escaped the Vichy forces and 
managed after numerous jailings en route to make England and the Free French forces. 
Captured in France on a mission, he survived torture by the Gestapo only to face the 
firing squad with his comrades, at which moment he turned tail for the forest. Shielded 
by members of the Resistance, he had a joyful reunion with his indestructible comrade 
Ginger, who had also outwitted his would-be executioners. After the war, a military 
court sentenced these men, a transcription of whose trial is included. The British wife 
whom he had married without parental consent - Nicky's mother didn't value Serge's heri- 
tage in relation to her titled daughter- divides her time with both parties. Attractive 


adventure. (LC: 55-5349) 
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February 17 


Ritchie, Jean Oxford 
SINGING FAMILY OF THE CUMBERLANDS $4 .00 


C~ * A friendly-handed welcome to the Ritchie family, of Viper, Kentucky, is 
offered by the author, who was the "least one” of 13 brothers and sisters and who has 
"treasured it up" in warmest fashion. Along with the old story ballads, love, play, 
fun and dancy songs, there is the mountain and home life that glows in her recollec- 
tion; the stories of her parents - and ancestors; the work of the Kentucky Mountain 
Settlement and schools; the "hant" tales; and Jean's own "whupping" that used up 
seven switches (and she never did say "Please"). The lonesome singing and the group 
"singing the moon up", the winter evenings and the summertime twilights, the first 
Christmas tree and the seasonal caroling - these are things to warm your hands on. 
Jean Thomas (The Traipsin'’ Woman) was on the outside looking in, but Jean, from the 
inside, will "gyarner in" your heart. Illustrations by Maurice Sendak. (LC: 55-5554) 


February 18 


Alexander, Lloyd Crowell 
AND LET THE CREDIT GO $2.75 


This probably is meant to be fiscal funnery, but the little taste and less 
humor will not appeal to a discriminating audience - or to bankers. From High School, 
into The Bunk as a messenger, the author careens through a variety of episodes having 
to do with his work and with the personalities throughout The Bank. There was a sui- 
cide, a race track gambler, an ex-prize fighter, a French chef in the cafeteria and 
a surprise in the safe deposit boxes. Along with banking operations there were opera- 
tions romance; there was carol singing at Christmas and a dancing party for the staff; 
there was fast trading in rumors in the men's room. And there were personal inci- 
dents, as the boy grew older, that were divorced from the bank....Tabloidish. 

{LC :, 55-5622) 
February 19 


Hutschnecker, Dr. A. A. Crowell 
LOVE AND HATE IN HUMAN NATURE $3.50 


An urbane consideration of the ambivalent nature of man as it affects him- 
self and the group is personalized with numerous examples of particular patterns and 
generalized by the overall conception of the book. Dr. Hutschnecker gives most space 
to the explanation of individual behavior - of the growth of the individual, the 
course of adolescence, the reasons why men fight, the rivalry of the sexes, social 
misfits, etc... He considers the relations in the family circle, the concept of the 
herd instinct in man, intertribal tensions, the tendency to peace or war. Here is 
the book's essential contribution - the placing of psychology's discoveries at the 
feet of nations to understand world attitudes by them if possible and achieve peace 
through a positive Weltanschauung on the individual level. (LC: 55-5298) 


February 21 


Brooks, Van Wyck Dutton 
oO, JOHN SLOAN: A Painter's Life $5.00 


With the same gift of evoking time and place and the people that crossed the 
stage that characterized his record of the American literary scene, Van Wyck Brooks 
turns to an artist's story- and brings alive the whole period of the “flowering of 
American art". For when Sloan came on the scene (as a newspaper artist, interested 
primarily in the graphic arts), American painters were still apeing Europe, and many 
of them had taken up residence abroad. Robert Henri, dean of the Philadelphia group, 
became his mentor- his "father in art", and eventually brought him to New York, where 
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Henri, Sloan, Luks, Shinn, Glackens, Redfield, Calder and others formed the nucleus of 
the movement that freed American art from academic control. But the famous Armory Show 

marked the peak of revolution, and for Sloan stressed new elements in his own develop- 

ment,- freer use of color, texture, a more linear way with the brush. Sloan never a 
counted on painting for a living. He was a teacher almost to the end, whether in the 

Art Students' League in New York, and in Pittsburgh, or summer classes in Gloucester, 

while Santa Fe claimed months of his time. One period of his career was closely asso- 

ciated with the Socialists and 7he Masses, outcome of his street wandering, his interest 

in the underprivileged. The book abounds in pen sketches of personalities in art and 
literature of his day, and of the life of an artist. He made a host of enemies- and a 

host of friends. And his story- spanning some eighty years- makes good reading. With 

24 pages of illustrations. (LC: 55-5350) 





February 21 





Padover, Saul- 4d Harper 
THE WASHINGTON PAPERS: $4.00 
Basic Writings of George Washington 





* In a brilliant introduction the editor of the Washington paapers conveys a 
relatively new, vital and human portrait of Washington, and ascribes his role in the 
service of his country to the sheer character of the man, his personality, his extra- 
ordinary self imposed discipline, his sense of balance and steadying vision. He refutes 
the impression that here was a plaster saint, devoid of real ideas, and he proves his 
point in the selection of material from his spoken and written words. He took a world 
view of the importance of the experiment in self government. He was "a giant in the his- 
tory of human freedom". The selections have been made to stress the importance of under- 
standing the whole man. Roughly they divide themselves- each section chronological- into 
Extracts from Diaries, Self Portrait, Friendships and Family, Last Will and Testament, 
Matters Political and Military, the Union and the Constitution, Addresses and Messages, 
and Expression of General Ideas on a Variety of Subjects. (IC: 54-12149) 











Chotzinoff, Samuel Knopf 


A LOST PARADISE $3.95 





















A Jewish-American biography of the pianist-music critic emphasizes the conflicts 
of an alien background in a new country as the author tells of his orthodox life in Russia 
and America. Poverty was the cause of their emigration and their goal was Passaic, New 
Jersey. But somehow they turned up in London where, after a year, they were able to make 
their way to the United States. It was in New York City's lower East Side that the boy 
had his start, in the tenements, the public schools and on the streets. Economic crises 
called forth his mother's best improvisations; the question of marriages for the girls 
was serio-comic; there was a deep enmity between his parents over the children of his 
first marriage. A temporary bit of prosperity in Waterbury, Conn., introduced him to the 
ways of Christians; the return to New York confirmed him in his choice of misic and chang- 
ing teachers and methods and new experiences filled his life. It was working in the 
Educational Alliance that introduced him to Franko and through him his chance for his 
first concert. This, while having much in common with Behrman's The Worcester Account 
in its recall of immigrant life, does not match it in polish or intensity and offers in 
their place a stockier portrayal of Jewish life. (IC: 54-7202) 


Denman, Frank Knopf 
THE SHAPING OF OUR ALPHABET $5.00 


A well-shaped lure for the art-oriented is this book on the history of our 
alphabet and the type in which it has been set. From the Phoenician phonetic alphabet & 
to our present rather anomalous gestation of the Roman alphabet the author traces the 
history of letters. He proceeds onward with printing in the Renaissance (with a look 
back at the Caroline type of the Middle Ages) through the eras of French, Netherland, 
English contributions, always with an eye to history as in Bodoni's relation to the 
Revolution or Caslon to the Georgian outlook. Chapters on particular types are often 
set in them, which is instructive and fun. [Illustrations and index supplement the text. 
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February 2l 


Johnson, Walter Knopf 
, HOW WE DRAFTED ADLAI STEVENSON $2.75 


The story of the drafting of Adlai Stevenson for Democratic nominee to the 
Presidency is told by a man at the helm of the non-professional movement. He is a 
professor of history at the University of Chicago, a man with some political experi- 
ence and interest, as is evidenced by the effectiveness of his group, the Independent 
Voters of Illinois. Mr. Johnson gives the background that made Stevenson the man for 
the nomination in the eyes of the people who sought his leadership. He tells how 
the I.V.I. progressed and details the significant points in the Convention campaign 
as delegates came calling at headquarters, a floor manager was found, and the band- 
wagon rolled. An interesting piece for the amateur who would be politically active, 
and for the Stevensonites. (LC: 55-6073) 


Wade, Allan- &d Macmillan 
THE LETTERS OF W. B. YEATS $9.50 


A treasure trove of Yeatsiana this covering as it does the letters of the 
poet over a period from 1887 to his death in 1939. The latter half is particularly 
interesting, containing many enchanting letters to his friend and mentor, Lady Gregory, 
to his charming artist father, with whom he had a rich relationship, and to the woman 
he loved, Olivia Shakespeare - delicate intimate letters, with no suggestion of the 
relationship being merely a platonic one. Two major omissions mar a book otherwise 
definitives- the lack of letters to his wife, who is still living, and at whose re- 
quest the letters were left out; and the letters to Maud Gonne, the great inacessible 
love of his life and a central focus of it until his marriage in middle years. One 
might hope, too, for letters to Synge, to George Moore, to MacGregor Mathers, inti- 
mates in the secret society of the Golden Dawn, where much of his symbolism and 
philosophy was formed. But even with the lacks, and with the inclusion of some ra- 
ther dry material of his early years, this constitutes a most attractive portrait of 
the poet. He reveals himself in his masculine vigor and tenderness, his poetic 
sensibility and subtlety, his humanity and other-worldliness. Allan Wade knew Yeats 
and has published a definitive bibliography of his works. This latest compilation 
will be welcomed by the Yeats aficionados, by students of literature, drama and the 
art of letter writing. 


February 23 


Kesten, Hermann | Harper 
CASANOVA $5.00 


A packaged miniature biography for those who have not read him in the original, 
and a brief refresher course for those who have. The memoirs of the famous lover, 
jailbird, alchemist, courtier and rogue are twelve volumes in length, and even the 
hardiest addict of pornography or eroticism is unlikely to plough through them in these 
crowded days. Therefore this condensation will serve its purpose. Kesten has omitted 
nothing of importance. If he does not touch on every passing dalliance, he gives the 
main episodes their due. And to this spicy dish he adds a little binder of historical 
research and explanation. Here is Casanova, practically as he wrote about himself, 
in abridged form. It has a chance - for his name has its own magic. (LC: 54-6285) 


Salisbury, Harrison Harper 
AMERICAN IN RUSSIA $4.00 


CY Harrison Salisbury's five-year 1949-1954 sojourn in Russia as the New York 
Times correspondent provides such food for political commentary in an engrossing, com- 
pletely readable book. In Moscow at the time of the Doctor's Plot, Stalin's death, 
Beriya's seventy-five years as master of Moscow, the forming of the junta, he witnessed 
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the changes made by the new regime. His estimates of the present cooperation with Malen- 
kov, Khrushchev and Molotov as first-stringers with Zhukov a power, his interpretations 
of earlier incidents involving policy and personnel, flow as smoothly as a good detec- 
tive's work. Mr. Salisbury witnessed many happenings in Red Square;- he traveled to the 
internment camps of Siberia;to the cities of Central Asia, the depositing place of ex- 
iles; he met people on the Volga reading classics and not interested in politics; he 
talked to peasants typifying the endless endurance of Mother Russia, strong and inno- 
cent of politics; he met a man in Leningrad in whom the West might find hope. He writes 
of Kennan, who stayed with him and whose prediction that the “hard line” would change he 
watched develop after Stalin's death. A fine personal view of the Russian scene through 
the expert eyes of a newspaperman, this sticks to events and their interpretation and 
does not attempt to deal with the problems of statesmanship and total foreign policy in 


other terms. (IC: 55-6594) 


7 
: 





February 23 


Fuller, Jean Overton Little, Brown 
NO. 13, BOB $3.50 


A review of the career of John Starr, a member of the S.0O.E. (Special Opera- 
tions Executive) during the war, who was later to be informally accused of treason, is 
actually of rather doubtful interest- except to Starr- and Miss Fuller who exonerates 
him here. Sent to France to engage in sabotage and organize the Resistance elements, 
Starr was picked up by the Germans- taken to Paris where at a headquarters on the Avenue 
Foch, after one escape attempt, he managed a friendly arrangement with the Germans- but 
attempted to smuggle out information. With the Allied invasion, he was moved on to a 
concentration camp, barely escaped an extermination camp, and finally- with the assump- 
tion of a French identity- was rescued. In 1949, the various allegations that he was 
either a traitor- or a dupe- and a "continual source of information for the Germans" € 
prompted the recapitulation here which is also an attempt to prove his innocence and 
integrity...Unfortunately, as a final summation- you can apply the words of one of the 
witnesses- "his case is of so very little importance"- which, even when proved, it 


proves to be. (IC: 55-5529) 
February 24 


Sypher, Wylie Anchor Book Original- Doubleday 
FOUR STAGES OF RENAISSANCE STYLE $1.25 


A highly qualified study of art forms during the centuries of the Renaissance 
examines the techniques of the plastic arts and implements with a scholarly lucidity, 
the theory of their correspondence in literature. Mr. Sypher's writings have appeared 
in Partisan Review and the art periodicals. Here he presents the sum of his work in 
essay form, starting with the hypothesis that there are analogies in art forms, defin- 
ing his terms and surveying the work of other critics in such a way as to bring his own 
into focus. The four periods into which he divides his Renaissance are conventional ones:- 
Renaissance, Mannerism, Baroque and Late Baroque. But the study gains its merit in its 
approach that allies and unifies the art forms with one another and with the underlying 
thought patterns and world views that produced them. To cite an example, Mr. Sypher 
comments on the linear, gothic quality of the Divine Comedy by contrasting it with the 
greatly sharpened dramatic central focus and the deep perspectives of the quattrocento 
painting. It is this line of thought that makes fascinating reading, and the extent to 
which it goes- covering the major works of three centuries as well as the previous com- 
mentary on them- makes the volume definitive. As the first original work to be published 





in Doubleday's increasingly successful Anchor Books project, it is also a hopeful milestone 
in bringing worthwhile books to a larger reading: audience. Illustrated with reproductions 
of period works. (LC: 55-6749) 
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February 28 








Henrey, Mrs. Robert Dutton 
PALOMA $3.50 





A recall of the author's friends in The Green Park in London during the last 
years of the war centers on Paloma, whose pride, ruthlessness and incredible hints 
roused Madeleine's curiosity and won her friendship. From the Park meetings: and m- 
tual visits, Paloma's life - as a peasant girl in Burgundy, the toast of the town as 
a Gaiety girl ("seventh in line counting from left to right"), as a wife - and as an 
old lady - is filled in, with flashing pictures of her Edwardian admirers, honest ap- 
praisals of her treatment of her family, and high-handed behavior to new and old 
friends. With the war's end, Madeleine, five year's later, made her visit to Bur- 
gundy and there met the people in Paloma's life, her sisters and her brother, the 
neighbors and the other relatives, and satisfied herself about the truth of Paloma's 
amazing past. A personality portrait well documented with the fine detail of inti- 
mate knowledge, this will give Madeleine's established audience a satisfying sense 

of gossip fulfilled. (LC: 54-10928) 



































Lewis, George & Little, Brown 
Fish, Byron ELEPHANT TRAMP $4.00 


A "most unusual" story of an elephant handler's life with creatures whose 
charms are definitely not the disarming type. Slim Lewis writes of his elephant ac- 
quaintances with a love that at times passes understanding as he recounts the details 
of gory instances of violence on the part of the elephant. He bemoans the killing off 
of bulls who killed during must season when their unmanageability is not their fault; 

@ he ponders on the effect of Black Diamond's execution on his handler who went down- 
hill from then on; he tells about young Norma who tried to swing on the park swings 
and of Wide Awake, who flirted with city buses in the absence of any bulls; he tells 
how Queen Tut protected a handler from Sugar, a misnamed, fierce bit of baggage. 
Most of all he relates his own adventures as a handler moving from circus to circus, 
to zoo - of his handling of Ziggy and his dream elephant, the mighty Tusko, who had 
such a reputation as a tough that no outfit would keep him. Slim and Tusko ended up 
together, and their tramp to provide funds for food that finally led to a zoo posi- 
tion for both, ended only with Tusko's death on Slim's birthday. The perils of a 
handler, the personality of his charge, the thousand and one things only a lover can 
tell about his elephant and turn to virtues all are here. Stand back where you be- 
long but join the throng to see the...ELEPHANT! (LC: 54-8292) 


February ? 


Hamilton, Elizabeth Norton 
A RIVER FULL OF STARS $3.00 


Nothing much happens, but this is nonetheless a winning book, in its quiet 
way. As a mildly nostalgic autobiography, this follows the thread of story of a 
young woman, whose idyllic childhood was spent in Ireland, until her parents, driven 
by poverty, went first to Florida, thence back to England. Her years in a girls' 
school, then as a classical scholar in a London University, her vocation as a teacher, 
and her entry into the Catholic Church- this comprises the pattern of her life, and she 
rounds it out with a return to the Irish home of her childhood. She manages to imbue 
the record with lyric grace, even a few notes of humor. Her lot has been no bed of 
eo roses, but she allows herself no note of complaint. Instead she shares with her 
reader her enthusiasm for the little things of life,- birds, flowers, animals, every- 
day companions - and the portrait of her lovely mother. This might achieve a small 
and special audience. Limited. 
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February - late 


White, T. H.- Translator and Editor H1iQnth J Putnam 
THE BOOK OF BEASTS $5.00 _ e 

7. SO 

All the birds and the beasts (and reptiles and fish) are here, as they were V 
known through bestiaries up to the 12th century, in spite of the possibilities of mis- 
takes on the part of the copier or the limner. White has made a most readable transla- 
tion of what certainly must be a closed book to most Americans and this "serious natural 
history" of centuries past holds a treasure of unscientific method and mediaeval lore 
for the curious minded. The information on how the beasts were named, what are their 
physical attributes and peculiar qualities,is bound up in religious symbolism; the illus- 
trations of the limmer's art have an artless appeal; and the parade of lion, tiger, pard, 
antalops, unicornis, lincis, castor, bonnacon, satyrs, yale, bos, ybus, psitiacus, 
basilisk, salamandra, vermis, etc. is a lovely thing, filled with the innocent wonder 
of its era. A specialty for a well defined market, largely antiquarians and historians. 


Paul, Elliott os liens! 2 Random House JE 
UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH $e Z| 
o 


Blowing the Gallic breeze our way is Elliott Paul, that knowing and loving 
interpreter of all things French. In the present compote he takes a backward glance 
at the ancestry of the French and considers the blend that resulted. He discourses with 
tantalizing gusto on food,- from that the peasant enjoys to the supreme art of the Pernol- 
lets at Belley (where the elder has his own kitchen and vies with his son). The Pro- 
vinces and their people provide further enlightenment with their histories and tempera- 
ments, climates and characteristics. There are sallies into many hearts, many matters, e 


and there are some very good stories woven of French cloth... one involving the author, 
a Miro, and a hotelkeeper, another neatly if sadly disposing of a family of cafe keepers 
whose fate is bound up with labor and l/'amour. For the initiated. 


PLEASE MARE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, PRICE AND DATE 


Houston & Bates - K-2, THE SAVAGE MOUNTAIN from 11/18 to 12/27: $4.75 to $6.00 
(McGraw-Hill) 

MacInnes, H. - PRAY FOR A BRAVE HEART - from $3.50 to $3.75 (Harcourt, Brace) 

Noyce, Wilfrid - note this correct spelling of author's name- SOUTH COL (Wm. Sloane) 

Rand, A. L.- STRAY FEATHERS FROM A BIRD MAN'S DESK - from $3.50 to $3.75 aaaaitni 

Chase, G. - AMERICA'S MUSIC - from 1/12 to 1/27 (McGraw-Hill) 

Barnes, E. he THE LADY OF FASHION - definitely 1/12 (Scribner) 

de Rey, Sister M. - IN AND OUT OF THE ANDES - definite date 1/10 (Scribner ) 

Matthiessen, A. B. - THE SINGING AND THE GOLD - from $3.95 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 

Cwiklinski, J. _ THE CAPTAIN LEAVES HIS SHIP - from $3.95 to $4.00 (Doubleday) 

Gerson, N. B. - THE FOREST LORD - from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 

Hartz, L.- THE LIBERAL TRADITION IN AMERICA - from $4.00 to $4.75 (Harcourt, Brace) 

Reynolds, R.- CAIRO TO CAPE TOWN - from $4.00 to $5.00 (Doubleday) 

Fortune, Editors of - THE CHANGING AMERICAN MARKET - from 2/2 to 3/1 (Hanover House) 

Fosdick, D.- COMMON SENSE AND WORLD AFFAIRS- from $3.00 to $3.50 (Harcourt, Brace) 


AND A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS! ® 
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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service ye 317 West 4th Street 


Vol. XXII December 15, 1954 No. 24 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT - Edited by 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 


Badham, Leslie Abingdon 
LOVE SPEAKS FROM THE CROSS $1.00 


An increasing number of ministers find themselves obliged to preach on 
the seven words from the Cross each Good Friday. Some of these "last words" im- 
mediately suggest a wealth of ideas and a variety of interpretations. They are 
easy to preach from. Others are not so easy. But to preach on all of the seven 
words year in and year out, the minister needs all the help he can get. This book 
is valuable for that reason. It provides preachers with new ideas about old texts. 
The book centers about the central idea of "love". The first word: "Father forgive 


them..." is entitled "Love in Action". (2) "This day shalt thou be with me..." is 


"Love Unconditional" (3) "Woman behold thy son..." is "Love's Responsibilities". 
(4) "My God - Why?..." is "Love's Extremity". (5) "I thirst..." is "Love's 
Priorities". (6) "It is finished" - "Love's Consumation” and (7) "Unto Thy hands...”- 


"Love's Surrender". (1/10/55. Lc: 55-5044) 


Abingdon 


Kepler, Thomas S. 
JESUS' DESIGN FOR LIVING $2.00 
Forty brief interpretations of basic passages on the Sermon on the Mount 
are brought together in this book. Written in the idiom of the layman, each short 
meditative interpretation makes these familiar passages and verses come alive for 
twentieth-century living. The several verses of the Beatitudes and the Lord's 
Prayer are included, as are some of the other verses which have come to be regarded 
as rules for the guidance of the Christian community. The author, through experience 
with a newspaper column and radio broadcasts has acquired the ability to express 
great ideas and profound truths in simple language. (1/10/55. LC: 55-5045) 


Laymon, Charles M. Abingdon 
THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS $3.00 


This is a book most suitable for use in the college class room particular- 
ly for students who have previously had courses in the Bible or in the general field 
of religion. It begins with a clearly written exposition of the world in which 
Jesus lived, the religion of the Jew and the composition of the Gospels. In general 
the accepted chronological order is followed in describing and interpreting the life 
and teachings of Jesus, beginning with Bethlehem and Nazareth and concluding with 
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. One of the most valuable features of the book 
is the series of questions appended to each chapter which are designed to encourage 
independent thinking and recourse to the additional reading, material which is listed. 
The point of view is on the liberal Protestant side. (1/10/55. LC: 55-5053) ~ 


Micklem, Nathaniel Abingdon 
ULTIMATE QUESTIONS $2.00 


This book deals with ultimate questions for the benefit of modern, serious, 
educated man, and in particular the question posed by the “enigmatic figure of Jesus 
of Nazareth". The public sought is that represented by the wistful pagans of our day 
who are repelled by the type of Christianity too often projected by the churches. 


-837- 





-838- Religious Books December 15, 1954 

Orthodox Christians will no doubt be shocked by some of the author's statements but in @ 
the end he reinterprets historic Christianity in such a way as to preserve its essential 
spiritual values and yeé make it understandable and acceptable to the modern mind. The 

title is unfortunate. Too bad the author did not use one of those he says he considered: 

"The Last Thoughts of a Discontented Theologian", "The Regrettable Bankruptcy of Tradi- 

tional Theology" or "Who Was This Man?". Any, one would have been preferable to the title 


chose. A good book for intellectuals. (1/10/55. LC: 55-5054) 


Abingdon 


Phillips, J. B. 
WHEN GOD WAS MAN $1.00 


Letters to Young Churches, in which Dr. Phillips translated the Epistles into 
modern language, and its successor The Gospels, reveal an extraordinary ability to 
state the essential messages of the Christian faith in language that can be understood 
by all literate people. These books have won him a deservedly large following here as in 
England. In this new volume, Phillips in seven brief chapters gives a crystal exposition 
of the meaning of the Incarnation, “Health for a Diseased World", "The Authority of Truth”, 
"A Down- to- Earth Message", "Christ's Father and Ours", "Stern Warnings" and "Spendid 
Promises". Under such headings does the author present Jesus, the God who was Man. His 
message is down to earth, practical, and .might well be in great demand. (1/10/556 


Lc: 54-11680) 
Abingdon 


Reid, A. C. 
100 CHAPEL TALKS $2.95 

D. R. The daily chapel service at Harvard University lasts just fifteen minutes. ® 
Included in that short service is a five minute talk or address or sermonette. It is 

often Said that more preparation is required for a five minute talk than for an address 

of twenty or thirty minutes' duration. These particular five minute talks are little 

gems casting a sparkling light upon the Christian message. They had been previously 

published in two separate volumes entitled Invitation to Worshitb and Resources for Worship 
which are here combined. They can be used for private devotions as guides for the leading 

of public worship. Quite rare in content and workmanship. (1/10/55. IC: 55-5043) 


Doubleday 


Miller, Alexander 
THE RENEWAL OF MAN $2.95 

The sub-title, "A Twentieth Century Essay on Justification by Faith" is more 
descriptive of the aim and scope of this book than the title. "Man at the End of His 
Tether" is the heading of the first chapter and is also the starting point of the author's 
thesis that mankind today needs not so much new resolutions as a rescue from its present 
disillusionment and despair which is illustrated in the writings of men like Arthur 
Koestler, Graham Greene and Robert Penn Warren. The rescue of mankind can come only 
as men pass through the religious experience which has been described historically as 
"justification by faith". This Reformation doctrine admittedly needs reinterpretation 
for modern man and it is to accomplish this reinterpretation that this book is written. 
This leads him into the realm of philosophy and Christian ethics. His argument is 
closely knit and interesting. As the author deals with the place of religion in politics, 
in the home, and in education he has given us a volume which is intensely practical as well 
as being sound in scholarship. Whether he will be successful in bringing “justification - 
by faith" into common usage is another question. (1/20/55. Le: 55-5296)  ) } 
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Wayman, Dorothy G. Farrar, Straus & Young 

CARDINAL O'CONNELL OF BOSTON $4.50 
1859 - 1944 - the life span of one of the outstanding Roman Catholic pre- 
lates in America- was a decisive period for America as a nation and a most important 
period in the development of Catholic influence in this country. Both as a citizen 
and an ecclesiastical leader Cardinal O'Connell's role in American life was influen- 
tial. Cardinal O'Connell was born to typical Irish immigrant parents in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. Although in the course of his career, O'Connell traveled afar and. 
held ecclesiastical posts in such widely separated and greatly differing places as 
Rome, Tokyo, and Portland, Maine, he was so intimately associated with Boston in the 
more important years of his life that his biographer is quite right in calling the 
book Cardinal Q/Connell of Boston. There he was a student and a priest,later Bishop 
Coadjutor, Archbishop and Cardinal. He saw the Irish element in Boston grow in size 
and influence from a despised minority group to a position where it was the dominant 
element in the political life of that originally Puritan city. In that development, 
and in the growth of Catholic power in the country as a whole, Cardinal O'Connell 
played a prominent part. This biography tells the story of his life, step by step; 
recounts his experience with individuals within and without of the church who helped 
him on his way up to a place of power in American Catholicism or through whom he 
managed to establish his church more firmly in American life. Not a great biography - 
but an interesting one. Primarily a Catholic market. (1/21/55. LC: 55-5834) 


O'Brien, John A. Ed. Hanover House 
BRINGING SOULS TO CHRIST $2.95 


Definitely a book by Catholics for Catholics, for when Father O'Brien and 
his collaborators write of "bringing souls to Christ", they mean converting non 
Catholics to Catholicism. Claire Booth Luce, drawing on her earlier experience as 
a Protestant,writes of interpreting the Catholic faith to the Protestant heart. She- 
and other contributors- plead with the Catholic laity to bear witness to their faith 
and seek to gain converts among their friends and acquaintances. Protestants reading 
this book would be surprised to learn that the writers feel that Protestants are 
more zealous in seeking converts than Catholics. Perhaps if both Catholics and Prot- 
estants concentrated on the nomchurch element in the country there would be less 
friction between them. Cardinal Spellman is to supply the Introduction, which will 
distinctly identify this as a Catholic book. (2/7. LC: 55-5595) 


Boardman, Anne Cawley Harper. 
GOOD SHEPHERD'S FOLD $3.50 


This is a biography of St. Mary Euphrasia Pelletier, founder of the Con- 
gregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd of Angers. Those familiar 
with the problem of juvenile delinquency anywhere know the quiet but effective work 
of rehabilitation of wayward girls carried out by these homes. Courts and social 
workers can refer problem girls to this agency, knowing they will encounter under- 
standing, love and intelligence. Few know, however, how these homes came into being. 
Their founder was born in the stormy years of the French Revolution, took the veil 
at an early age, and added an extra vow to labor for the salvation of sinners. The 
story of her struggle to open and maintain thefirst home for wayward girls in Tours,. 
then in Angers, despite the opposition and indifference of the ecclesiastical auth- 
orities, is told in detail. Eventually her Congregation was recognized and its insti- 
tutions spread through Europe and the United States. The usual record of miracles 
wrought are given as a basis for her canonization, but the real miracle of her life 
was the demonstration of love to the lowliest and the lost. One could wish the biog- 
raphy had stressed more of the operation of the Good Shepherd Homes and less of the 
difficulties of securing recognition by the Church. (2/2. LC: 54-12327) 
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Templeton, Charles B. } Harper 
$2.50 


LIFE LOOKS UP 


A book of sermons by one of the most effective and most popular evangelists of 
our day. Eschewing sensational methods and publicity, Templeton can nevertheless draw a 
crowd end stir them with his message. But in the reading of his messages, one is fully 
aware of missing the living presence of his dynamic and winning personality, while at the 
same time detecting the nature of his preaching. His style is colloquial, his illustrations 
are drawn from everyday life, his topics are related to the problems people face daily. 
There is nothing profound in his preaching; the sermons are certainly not great literature. 
Yet he speaks to the condition of the masses of Americans, young and old, more directly 
than most preachers in the established churches of the country. A scanning of these sermons 
might insure readers interest in hearing "Chuck" Templeton when he comes their way. He 
serves to challenge the thinking of narrow and formalized religion. (2/2. LC: 54-12812) 


West, Edward Harper 

MEDITATIONS ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN | $2.00 
Canon West, long associated with the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine 

in New York shares with his readers something of what the Fourth Gospel has come to mean 

to him. To the author the book of John is concerned with "what was going on in the mind 

of Christ during his earthly sojourn". In it he finds "a collection of liturgical sermons”, 

"mystical prayer in its highest form", "a portrait of the Christ...intended for use in 

connection with the timeless problems of living the Christian life." In successive 

chapters Cannon West gives an exposition of some of the better known passages in the Gospel 

of John. This is a book for reflective «souls, who are content to ponder upon sublime 

truth without concerning themselves unduly with the mundane problems of everyday life. 


(1/19/55. Ie: 54-12331) | e 


Gilson, Etienne Random House 
HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY IN THE MIDDLE AGES $7.5 


* In his foreword to this monumental work of scholarship the author, the Director 
of Studies at the Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies at Toronto, states that “the 
aim and scope of the book is to provide general readers and students. with an introduction 
to the history of Christian philosophy from Justin Martyr in the second century efter 
Christ up to Nicholas of Cues" at the end of the fourteenth century. The author makes it 
clear at the outset that he is writing from the Catholic point of view. He states that 
the influence of Greek philosophy made itself felt in the formulation and interpretation 
of Christian dogma but that these philosophical concepts never became an integral part of 
Christien faith as such. This approach is different fromthat of some Protestant historians, 
Harnack, for example, who take the position that the netLesatio of Christian thought 
made “the whole body of Christian dogmas appear as a construction of Greek inspiration 
erected upon the soul of the Gospel." The book mentions all of the leading figures in 
the development of Christian thought during the period covered and gives a more extended 
exposition of the philosophy developed by such men as Origen, Augustine, Anselm, Avicenna, 
Barnard of Clairvaux, Albert the Great, Roger Bacon, Thomas Aquinas, Eckhart and Duns 
Scotus. But the descriptions of the philosophy of individuals are not simply strung along 
one after another. The author is careful to point out the development that took place 
in Christian thought, the part played by Greek, Arabic and Jewish thinkers, the role of 
the Universities in the life of the philosophers in the later centuries. Half of the 
volume is taken up with bibliographical notes designed to assist scholars and students in 
their study and research in the work of the various philosophers discussed. This will 
no doubt become a standard text and reference book on this period of Christian thought 
in all Catholic colleges and seminaries. But Protestant scholars will also value it for 
the light it throws on this period although no doubt they will not agree with many of 
the interpretations given. Highly recommended for church historians, philosophers, and 


theologians. Imprimatur. (1/21/55) 
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